
CO 333 BR1/2      Childrens’ Education and Development Service Learning 
 

Days and time: Mondays 7:00 B 8:55 p.m. Room:  Fall GRH 106 

          Winter GRH 102 
Instructor:  Shayne Mann 

Principal, Delhi District Secondary School 
519-582-0410 (B)  
E-mail through WebCT 
Office: GRH 134 

 
Course Description 
 
This course is intended for students in the CED option which is available to students enrolled 
in the Contemporary Studies Program. It focuses on various theories and methods of 
learning and teaching, and provides students with an opportunity, through a field practicum, 
to gain some significant insights into the issues that arise in teaching and working with 
children in an educational setting. 
 
The practicum will probably be in a school setting and will be arranged in the first week of the 
course by the student in consultation with the course instructor. The practicum will place 
students in an educational setting with a mentor for a two to three hour block each week. It is 
expected that students will initially be in the setting as observers but will move to more active 
roles in assisting students, and eventually planning and delivering instruction. 
 
We will begin the in-class component by examining the philosophy of education over time, 
and its impact on educational practice. This examination will be done in conjunction with 
reflection by students into their experiences with, and reasons for wanting to work with 
children. 
 
The course will move into an examination of some of the teaching methodologies that 
teachers employ. We will examine in some detail some of these methodologies as well as 
practical strategies for dealing with the issues raised by behaviour management, and 
evaluation and reporting. 
 
The material presented in class will be supplemented with readings, guest lecturers and most 
importantly, with the students= reflections on their practicum experiences. It is the bridging of 

these experiences and the in-class theory that will provide the richest material for thought 
and discussion in the course. 
 
Recommended Text: Cruickshank, D.R., Bainer, D.L., and Metcalf, K.K. (1999) The Act 

of Teaching (Fourth Edition), Toronto: McGraw-Hill College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Evaluation 
 
Practicum Log   Ungraded but MUST be completed and handed in in order 

to document 22 – 25 hours spent in the practicum. 
 

 Practicum assignments 20%  Assignments completed in conjunction with practicum  
activities. Participation in on-line discussions through 
WebCT (minimum of 5 meaningful entries) 

 
Lesson plan and critique 20% A lesson developed and implemented by you , and a  
  critique of the lesson. 
 
Seminar 1 – Practicum observation and reflection 
 15% A seminar in which you present observations from your  
  practicum and interactively reflect on the issues or interests 
  generated through the observations. 
Seminar 2 – Book or article review 
 20% A seminar in which you present the content of a book or 
  article and interactively discuss how you would use the  
  findings in your practicum. 
 
Exam 25% In last class. Covers content from lectures and associated  
  readings 
 
Academic misconduct is a serious offense. Please read the relevant pages of the 
University Calendar. 
 

NOTE 1: Students with special needs are advised to contact Laurier=s Special Needs Office 

for information regarding its services and resources. They are also encouraged to review the 
Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 
 

NOTE 2: Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may 
be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 
 

NOTE 3:  FOOT PATROL 
 “After class call 519-751-7875 for a walk or a drive home – No walk is Too Short or  
 Too Long!!!” 
 

WebCT 

 
WebCT will be used in the course to make announcements (check before class on 
Sunday evenings), communicate via e-mail, post lecture notes and resources, host 
on-line discussions, and to show a calendar. 
 
In using WebCT students must show respect for others and their views, and must 
write using language that ALL can understand. When writing in the discussion board, 
students must not share any information that violates the privacy and confidentiality of 
the students, teachers, and others they encounter in their practicum. Information must 
not identify individuals. 
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